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I. 



OVERVIEW, REPORT HIGHLIGHTS, AND IMPLICATIONS 



Overview 

Pursuant to § 23-1-121(6) Colorado Revised Statutes, the Colorado Commission on Higher 
Education (CCHE) reports annually to the Governor and the Education Committees of the General 
Assembly on the implementation of the Senate Bill 99-154, including: 

• An overview of the enrollments in approved teacher education preparation programs; 

• Summaries of the findings from the follow-up site visits at two universities as part of the 
joint Colorado Department of Education and Colorado Commission on Higher Education 
program reauthorization process, pursuant to § 23-1-121 Colorado Revised Statutes; 

• A list of approved educator preparation programs, by institution. 

The Colorado Commission on Higher Education (CCHE) collected data for this report via the 
Student Unit Record Data System (SURDS) from those public and private institutions authorized to 
offer teacher education preparation programs in the state (a complete list of authorized institutions 
is found in Section IV of this report). No attempt was made by CCHE staff to alter or modify the 
teacher education data reported by the colleges and universities. 

Importantly, § 23-1-121(6) C.R.S. requires the reporting of “the percentage of [teacher education 
program] graduates who passed the assessments administered pursuant to section 22-60.5-203, 
C.R.S.” Currently, all authorized teacher preparation programs require teacher candidates to pass 
the PLACE or Praxis assessments prior to student teaching. As a result, the pass rate on the 
PLACE and Praxis assessments of teacher preparation program graduates is 100 percent. 
Therefore, teacher education graduates’ pass rates are not reported herein. 

Finally, language in § 23-1-121(6) C.R.S. requiring the reporting of results from a first- and third-year 
teacher survey was removed from statute in 2005. As a result, this report does not include 
information from such a survey. 
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Report Highlights 

The following represents the major findings from the 2006 report. 

Teacher Preparation Enrollments 

1. Ten thousand eight hundred sixty-nine (10,869) students were enrolled in teacher 
education programs in the state of Colorado in 2004-2005. 

2. The one-year change in growth in enrollment in teacher preparation programs 
between fiscal years 2004 and 2005 was 15%*. 

3. There was a near even split in total enrollments between the undergraduate (4,902) 
and graduate (4,783) levels. Post-baccalaureate licensure-only enrollments totaled 
1,184. 

4. The largest undergraduate enrollment was at the University of Northern Colorado 
(1,488 students). The largest graduate enrollment was at the University of Colorado 
at Denver (1,667). The largest post-baccalaureate enrollment was at Metropolitan 
State College (774). 

5. Nearly eighty percent of all students enrolled in teacher education programs were 
Caucasian. Nearly seventy-seven percent of all enrolled students were female. 

6. Across all levels, the three largest licensure areas for students enrolled in teacher 
education programs were Elementary (33 percent of total), Special Education (9 
percent), and Secondary - Social Studies (7 percent). 

7. Less than two percent of the students enrolled in teacher preparation programs are 
seeking licensure in foreign language instruction. 

8. Males, who represent nearly twenty-four percent of all students enrolled in teacher 
education programs, represent only eleven percent of those enrolled in the 
Elementary Education licensure area. 

9. Out of the 10,869 students enrolled in teacher preparation programs in Colorado, 
only 287 students (2.6 percent) were enrolled in Mathematics and only 385 (3.5 
percent) were enrolled in Secondary - Science licensure programs. 

1 0. Among students enrolled in programs leading to administrator or principal licensure. 
White non-Hispanics are greatly overrepresented compared to their proportions in 
the entire pool of students enrolled in teacher preparation programs. 



1 This statistic considers only those endorsement/licensure programs that were identified in the 2004 and 2005 reports. Excluded 
from the analysis were the following endorsement/licensure areas: administrator, audiologist, counselor, health, instructional 
technologies, occupational therapist, principal, psychologist, reading specialist, reading teacher, social worker, speech/language 
pathologist, and undeclared. 



3 




CCHE/ CPE Teacher Preparation Recwthori^ation Site Visits 



1. Following the requirements of § 23-1-121 C.R.S., the Colorado Commission on 
Higher Education and the Colorado Department of Education administered joint 
site visits at two public postsecondary institutions in Colorado during the 2003-2004 
academic year — the University of Colorado at Colorado Springs and Fort Lewis 
College. Reauthorization visits were administered for two private postsecondary 
institutions — Regis University and the University of Denver. 

2. At the time of the writing of this report, the Colorado Commission on Higher 
Education had reauthorized the teacher preparation programs at the University of 
Colorado at Colorado Springs and Fort Lewis College, both pending approval from 
the State Board of Education. 

3. The teacher preparation program at the University of Denver was reauthorized by 
the State Board of Education in November 2005; however, at the time of the writing 
of this report, the State Board of Education had not taken action on the 
reauthorization of teacher preparation program at Regis University. 
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